


          The Arizona Desert Bighorn  
       Sheep  Society (ADBSS) was 

formed in 1967 as 
a single purpose 

organization 
dedicated to 

increasing the desert 
bighorn sheep 

population within 
Arizona. From its 

original 64 members, the Society today 
includes over 1200 people representing a 
wide cross-section of American society, 

and also works to conserve Arizona’s 
burgeoning Rocky Mountain bighorn 

population.

          The Arizona Desert Bighorn  
       Sheep  Society (ADBSS)

increasing the desert 

ADBSS Activities
ADBSS conducts many annual events and 
activities in support of its goal to increase 
bighorn sheep populations, including: habitat 
improvement and development projects; a fall 
hunters’ clinic and banquet; aiding with sheep 
transplants; and fundraising.

Each year, the Society builds five or six water holes 
in conjunction with 
the state and federal 
agencies responsible 
for management of 
bighorn sheep. The 
projects are usually 
scheduled January 
through 
May and require 
one weekend to 
complete. To date, 
the Society has constructed over 160 water 
projects.

The Society conducts a hunters’ clinic each fall 
to assist hunters in trophy ram identification 
and to help them gain the knowledge needed 
for a successful hunt. The Society views a sheep 
hunting permit as a rare privilege and provides 
this program both to encourage the taking of 
old rams and to ensure a quality experience in 
general. The evening of the clinic, the Society 

holds the 
Ram Recognition 
Banquet, 
encouraging the 
participation of the 
new hunters as well 
as previous hunters 
in recognizing this 
very fine trophy 
animal. 

For several years, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, the Bureau of Land Management, 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have 
conducted an aggressive and successful 
transplant program within Arizona. As a result 
of these efforts, there are now many new 
transplant herds in Arizona. The Society provides 
both manpower and financial support 
for the transplant program.

The primary 
source of income 
for the Society 
is the annual 
fundraising 
banquet. This 
affair, generally 
held in the 
first quarter of 
the year, has 
consistently 
raised nearly 
$100,000 
annually for the 
preservation of 
bighorn sheep in 
Arizona. 

The Society, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, and the Wild Sheep Foundation 
jointly participate in a special fundraising activity 
consisting of the auction of one special desert 
and one Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep permit 
and the raffle of one desert bighorn sheep 
permit. The cost of handling and promoting 
these 
special permits is funded by the Society. All 
monies received from these special permits are 
returned to the Game and Fish Department to 
help desert and Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep 
in Arizona. 

ADBSS Goals
 Develop water resources for bighorn sheep.
 Reintroduce desert and Rocky Mountain 

bighorn sheep into suitable historic ranges.
 Prevent encroachment on bighorn sheep  

habitat.
 Assist government agencies with bighorn 

sheep population surveys.
 Educate the public about bighorn sheep.
 Promote research necessary to improve the 

management of bighorn sheep.
 Support efforts to reduce competition with 

domestic livestock and predators where 
necessary.

 Support and defend hunting as a viable  
wildlife management tool, and preserve 
our hunting heritage for present and future 
generations.

Membership
Individuals who are interested in promoting 
the welfare of bighorn sheep are welcome to 
join the Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society, 
Inc. With membership, you will receive our 
newsletter, Ram’s Horn, which will keep you 
posted on the Society’s activities. Your moral and 
financial support is always greatly appreciated. 
The Society is a 501(c)(3) organization and 
contributions to the Society are tax deductible as 
allowable by law.

Types of Membership

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP ~ $50 per year.  
SENIOR MEMBERSHIP ~  $25 per year   
      (65 years or older.)
YOUTH MEMBERSHIP ~ $15 per year.  Under 
the age of 18, or a full-time student under the age 
of 22, and you must include your birthdate on the 
application.
SUSTAINING MEMBER ~ $150 per year.  
Sustaining members will be recognized in the  
Ram’s Horn.
LIFE MEMBERSHIP ~ $1000 for those 19-58 
years of age. Senior Life Members: 59-65 years - 
$750; 66 years and older - $500.  You must include 
your birthdate on the application.


